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OFFICER DECISION RECORD 
	Officer: Head of Housing  
	Date of Decision: 5 January 2022


	Title/Reference:  Disposal of one domestic dwelling and 2 garage sites held within the HRA portfolio which are considered surplus to operational requirements.
Delegated Decision Ref: 22/01/H.

	Consultee Member (if applicable): Councillor Bradshaw, Portfolio Holder


	Record of Decision:
To dispose of the following assets, as surplus to operational requirements:
i) The unoccupied dwelling house, 54 Albert Street, Mansfield Woodhouse

ii) Garage site located at Friar Lane, Warsop

iii) Garage site located at Robin Hood Avenue, Warsop

That Property Services to be instructed to dispose of these assets and that the most appropriate method of disposal be determined by the Council’s Corporate Asset Manager.


	Reasons for decisions: 

In accordance with good asset management principles the Council has to ensure its land and property assets are utilised effectively, economically and efficiently for the delivery of services (operational properties) or contribute to corporate objectives (non-operational properties). In this case the assets detailed below are no longer required for operational purposes and are considered to be surplus to operational requirements. 
i) Disposal of 54 Albert Street, Mansfield Woodhouse
The property is a 3 bed house which is currently unoccupied. The property is classed as a listed building. Initial inspections of the property have identified that in the region of £50,000 needs to be invested in the property, to bring it up to a lettable standard. 
The council does not have the necessary resources in house, to carry out such extensive and specialist works and if the council chose to take up this option, then a full tender process would have to be undertaken and external contractors used. In this scenario, it is likely in the current market that tender prices would be in excess of the estimated cost stated as a result of price rises of up to 20% on materials and external contractor resources.
The property is located in an area in which the council have no other housing stock in close proximity and the listed building status means that ongoing repair and maintenance of the property will be in excess of that required for a non-listed property throughout its life.
ii) Disposal of Garage Site at Friar Lane, Warsop
The garage site contains garage plots, which tenants lease from the council and erect their own garages.

The site contains 4 garages but there are only 3 existing leases, with one of the garages being unused. Two of the leases are to one person and they have requested to purchase the site. The third leaseholder has agreed to give up their lease as they no longer use the garage.

The council has previously investigated the site for its own social house building programme but it was found to be unsuitable due to the restraints of the site.

iii) Disposal of Garage Site at Robin Hood Avenue, Warsop
The site contains 10 brick built garages, 9 of which are vacant and one occupied garage plot.
The site was originally identified to use as part of the councils own social house build programme or for promotion as a site for self build.

The proximity of the railway and railway embankment makes the site problematic to develop and whilst the site has remained largely unused, disposal of the site has not taken place.
The site is frequently the subject of fly tipping.

The council has recently received a number of enquiries requesting to purchase the land and it is an opportune time to dispose of the asset and remove the ongoing maintenance costs of the site.

Formal approval to dispose of both the Friar Lane and Robin Hood garage sites was originally granted by the Portfolio Holder for Landlord Services  and Needs in February 2013.
iv) The General Housing Consents 2013 allows the Council to dispose of land for a consideration equal to its market value.  The Council also has a duty under Section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 to obtain best consideration in the disposals of its assets. Utilising the expertise of the Council’s Corporate Asset Manager will ensure these obligations are met.

Disposal of the assets will generate capital receipts for the Council which will be used to help fund the Council’s new build programme of social housing to replace those that have been sold, thus helping to increase the Council’s overall level of stock in the longer term.



	Legal Powers / Authority: 3.01.20 Paragraph 17 - “delegated authority to declare surplus any operational assets”

	Implications:

You should also consult any other relevant officers if you think the decision will have an impact on their areas of responsibility.
	Relevant Legislation: General Housing Consents 2013, Section 123, Local Government Act 1972.

	
	Finance: 
Disposal of the assets will generate capital receipts for the Council which will be used to help fund the Council’s new build programme of social housing to replace those that have been sold, thus helping to increase the Council’s overall level of stock in the longer term.



	
	HR: Not applicable


	
	Climate Change: Not applicable

	
	Data Protection: Not applicable


	
	Human Rights: Not applicable

	
	Equality and Diversity: – 
It is considered that the proposed actions are fair and equitable in their content and are not discriminative on the grounds of equality and human rights.


	In consultation with:

(Where applicable)


	Head of Paid Service: n/a


	
	Monitoring Officer: No specific comments. 

	
	Section 151 Officer: No specific comments

	Signature of Decision Taker:

(Please do not ‘pp’)


	Jill Finnesey

	
	


Please send all decision for publication to: Democratic Services, at democraticservices@mansfield.gov.uk.
All decisions with exempt information should be sent to Mark Pemberton, Democratic Services Manager at mpemberton@mansfield.gov.uk.
